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The importance of maths: 

Maths is compulsory on the curriculum for all pupils in England. We 
expect children to leave primary school having mastered the basics before 
going on to apply those fundamental principles to more complex problems 
in secondary school.
Furthermore, Mathematics is a universal language that helps us to 
understand the world, and it is a core part of the curriculum. As well as 
teaching about numbers, shapes, statistics and patterns, it provides 
important tools for work in areas such as physics, architecture, medicine 
and business.



Attitudes towards Maths: 

The best thing that parents and carers can do for children is to have a 
positive attitude towards maths. Please don't say things like "I can’t do 
maths": your child might start to think like that themselves.

Point out maths in everyday life. Include your child in activities involving 
maths such as using money, cooking and travelling.

Praise your child for effort rather than talent-this shows them that by 
working hard they can always improve.



Aims for all pupils to:
• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics. Through varied and 
frequent practice, pupils develop their conceptual understand and can 
recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.
• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, and develop and 
justify an argument using mathematical language.
• can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of 
problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down 
problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking 
solutions.

National Curriculum Aims:



Maths in EYFS: 
By the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) children at the expected level of development in maths will be 
able to:

Mathematics ELG: 
• Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the composition of each number. 
• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 
• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 
ELG: Numerical Patterns 
• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the 
same as the other quantity. 
• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally. 



How to help at home: 
1. Listen to and sing songs and rhymes
Sing – even if it isn’t your strong point! Sing counting songs, such as ’10 Green Bottles’, ‘1, 2, Buckle My Shoe’ and ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive’. Singing songs is a good way for 
children to become familiar with counting. Don’t worry if they choose the same songs again and again!

2. Talk about numbers around you
Numbers are all around us, from calendars to the remote control, the telephone to car registration plates. Try pointing out numbers when you’re out and about – on front doors, signs, the
front of buses and train platforms.

Talking about numbers around you early and often will show your child that numbers are part of everyday life. Choose a ‘Number of the Week’ and see how many times you can spot this number, around the 
house, out in the street or in the supermarket.

3. Read together
Share a book with your child. There are many fantastic books based around numbers, but any book can be used to help children develop early counting and number recognition skills.

Take time to talk about what your child can see on each page. Count objects on the page, and compare the number of objects from page to page. Look at the page numbers and say them together.

4. Count as much as you can
Count whenever you can – count together, as well as letting your child see and hear you counting. Practise chanting numbers and, as your child’s confidence grows, start from different numbers – 5, 6, 7, etc.

Count real objects – your child’s toy cars, pencils, shoes, or the number of stairs in your house. Don’t worry if your child remembers the answer – they can count to check!

Try to stick to a single type of object for each counting activity, and encourage your child to touch or pick up each object as they count it. Ask your child to help you sort cutlery or laundry, counting as you sort. 
When you go out for a walk, count your footsteps, the number of cars or houses you see etc.

5. Get your hands dirty
Help your child to learn the numerals by exploring their shapes. Have fun forming numbers in sand with a stick, on the pavement with chalk or on sheets of paper with finger paints. Make numbers out of 
modelling clay. Form numbers out of small objects such as pieces of pasta or beads. Try holding your child’s finger and forming the number in the air.

All these activities can help your child to become more familiar with numerals and enjoy themselves in the process!

6. Play maths games
Try fun games with your child to practise early maths skills and help to build your child’s confidence, for example, snakes and ladders. Most children love playing games and it’s an easy way to support their 
learning.

7. Get Baking! Baking introduces children to basic numeracy concepts. Measuring ingredients teaches them about quantities, fractions, and numbers for the older children. Counting eggs, spoonfuls of flour, or for 
toddlers helps reinforce their counting skills in a practical and enjoyable way.



How we teach Maths: 
At Mickley Village Primary & Nursery School, we recognise the 
importance of maths in all aspects of life.
As a core subject, we give the teaching and learning of maths the 
prominence it requires. Our aim is for all children to be independent, 
curious and resilient mathematicians. Mathematics is taught daily. We 
follow the White Rose maths scheme of work across the school. White Rose 
is progressive and sequential, revisiting prior learning to ensure 
understanding. Our focus for teaching is around: Number including 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and fractions; Geometry 
including 2D and 3D shapes and position; Measurement including weight, 
length, height, volume, capacity and time; Statistics including charts and 
graphs and data interpretation.



Key concepts:

• Number and Place Value
• Addition and Subtraction
• Multiplication and Division

• Fractions, Decimals and Percentages
• Geometry
• Statistics
• Shape

• Measures



How we teach Maths continued: 
Example of addition: 



Year 2 
Worksheet 
example



What’s included…



Resources and Manipulatives: 
Examples of what could help:
Base 10

Geoboard

Part Whole Model

Double sided counters and ten frames

Numicon 100 square

Number line

Unifix cubes

Rekenrek



National Curriculum expectations
Times Tables: 







Children can earn certificates! 









Online Maths Tools:
In order to advance individual children’s maths 
skills in school and at home, we utilise NUMBOTS 
for addition and subtraction and Times Tables 
Rock Stars for multiplication practise, application 
and consolidation. In addition to this we also 
recommend White Rose 1-minute maths. 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.numbots.com/
https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-minute-maths
https://mathsbot.com/
https://www.mickley.derbyshire.sch.uk/maths/

https://play.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.numbots.com/#/account/school-login/175182
https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-minute-maths
https://mathsbot.com/
https://www.mickley.derbyshire.sch.uk/maths/

