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Dear Parents and Carers, 
We have all been very busy during the first few weeks of the new school year. Some children have enjoyed a visit to Derby Open Centre, some have joined the school choir, some have enjoyed after school sports and some have participated in crafty club. 
We have lots of things planned for the rest of this half term and before Christmas so please check out the dates in the calendar.




Attendance

From September 2024

Explorers 97.96%

Adventurers  93.04%

Pioneers 98.33%

Total Attendance: 96.44%

Attendance target is 96%.

Diary Dates
15th October Photographer in school
22nd October Online safety workshop and information session for parents 9am
24th October Disco
25th October Break up
4th November INSET day school closed
7th November Children in Need – Dress as a person who helps us e.g. Doctor, police person, Fire person etc
6th December Pantomime for full timers – no Nursery session
9th December Explorers concert
12th December – Christmas trees at Shirland Church
13th December Adventurers and Pioneers concert
18th December Christmas Dinner
19th December Christmas Parties
20th December Break up
6th January return to school
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Holiday Project
Your child will be taking a paper plate home with them at the end of term. Please could you decorate the plate for Children in Need. Pudsey Bear, Blush Bear etc. would be great. All plates returned will be displayed and the best will win prizes.








Explorers
Welcome to the Explorers Class! Our nursery and reception children have been settling into our newly decorated classroom! We have been working on our listening skills, learning about the class and school rules and about our timetable and routine. We have been busy exploring the classroom and outdoor area; mark making in the writing area, modelling dough at the playdough table, climbing the trim trail, role-playing in the home corner and building in the construction area!

                                                              


                        

Adventurers
The adventures have been very busy this half term. To give you a little snap shot of our learning…
In Maths lessons the Adventurers have been learning about ‘Place Value’. The children enjoyed making and learning about numbers in a variety of ways, including, number lines and ten frames and counters.

In science the children have enjoyed a live lesson looking at scientific skills. They enjoyed conducting an experiment to see how high they could make foam travel using vinegar and 
bicarbonate of soda. They thought this was really fun! 
[image: ]
Well done for all your hard work during this half term Adventurers – we’re very proud of you! What a great start to the year! 

Pioneers

In English we have been reading the text ‘Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold’. We worked together in pairs to plan a ‘play scene’ from the book Tar Beach.
We used the dialogue we wrote in the previous lessons to act out the events, conversation and actions of Cassie and Bebe, the characters in the book.
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In Maths we have been learning about ‘place value’, thinking about the value of each digit in a number.  We have also been exploring how to make multiples of a number and answer multiplication questions using different resources.  
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